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Amendments to the Claims 

1-3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly for treating a fracture of a bone comprising: 
a first rigid bone plate positionable proximate to the bone: 

a second rigid bone plate positionable proximate to the bone generally opposite the first 
bone plate; 

a suture connected with positionable through the first and second rigid bone plates and 
within a p ass ag e across th e fracture of the bono to thereby stabilize the fracture; and 
at least one fastener to hold the first rigid bone plate to the bone, 

5. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 4 wherein at least one fastener 
extends across the fracture of the bone. 

6. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 5 wherein at least one fastener 
extends through the bone and through the second bone plate. 

7. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 6 wherein at least one fastener 
includes a screw and nut. 

8. (previously presented) A bone suture assembly for treating a fracture of a bone 
comprising: 

a first bone plate positionable proximate to the bone; 

a suture positionable through the first bone plate and across the fracture of the bone to 
thereby stabilize the fracture; and 

a tubular member positionable through the fractured bone generally orthogonal to the first 
bone plate, wherein the suture is disposed within the tubular member. 
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9. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 8 wherein the tubular member is 
packed with bone particles. 

1 0. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 8 wherein the tubular member is 
packed with bone osteoinductive protein. 

1 1 . (previously presented) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 4 wherein the passage 
is nonlinear. 

1 2. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 1 1 wherein at least one tubular 
member is disposed within the nonlinear passage and wherein the suture is disposed within at 
least one tubular member. 

13. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly for treating a fracture of a bone comprising: 
a first suture anchor positionable proximate to the bone; 

a fes± rigid bone plate positionable between the first suture anchor and the bone, the fifst 
rigid bone plate and first suture anchor positionable generally on the same side of the bone; and 

a suture extending through the rigid bone plate and connected with the first suture anchor, 
the suture positionable across the fracture of the bone to thereby stabilize the fracture Hh e sutur e 
having a finit end portion disposed through the bone plat e and attached to 4 h e- first sutur e anchor . 

14. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 13 further including a 
second suture anchor positionable at a location spaced from proximate to the bon e g e n e rally 
opposite the first suture anchor, the second suture anchor connected with attached to a second 
end portion of the suture. 

15. (canceled) 

3 

PAGE 7/13 ^ RCVD AT 1 0/3/2005 1 :43:37 PM pastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/27 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:305 830 2605 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-20 



10/83/2085 " 13:45' 305-830-2605 



FKGGBB MIAMI 



PAGE 08/13 



Applicants): P. Bonutti 
Application No.: 10/685, 1 1 7 
Examiner: G. Jackson 

16. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 14 45 further including 
a passage through the bone located between the first and second suture anchors and acros s- t h e 
fracture, wherein the suture is disposed within the passage. 

1 7. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 14 44 further including 
at least one fastener to hold the first rigid bone plate to the bone. 

18. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 17 wherein at least one fastener 
extends across the fracture of the bone, 

19. (canceled) 

20. (currently amended) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 17 49 wherein the at 
least one fastener includes a screw and nut , 

21 . (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 14 wherein the first and second 
suture anchors are suture retainers. 

22. (original) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 21 wherein the suture retainers 
include deformable material to hold the suture retainers to the suture. 

23. (original) A method for treating a fracture of a bone comprising: 
positioning at least one suture anchor proximate to the bone; 

positioning at least one bone plate between at least one suture anchor and the bone; 
moving at least one suture across the fracture of the bone and through at l east one bone 

plate; 

attaching at least one suture to at least one suture anchor; and 
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tensioning at least one suture to stabilize the fracture of the bone. 

24. (original) A method as defined in claim 23 wherein at least one suture anchor is a suture 
retainer. 

25. (original) A method as defined in claim 23 further including fastening at least one bone 
plate to the bone with at least one screw. 

26. (original) A method as defined in claim 25 wherein at least one screw has a length less 
than a diameter of the bone. 

27. (original) A method as defined in claim 25 wherein at least one screw has a length 
greater than a diameter of the bone. 

28. (original) A method as defined in claim 27 wherein at least one screw includes at least 
one nut. 

29. (original) A method as defined in claim 28 wherein at least one screw extends across the 
fracture of the bone. 

30. (original) A method as defined in claim 23 further including forming at least one passage 
through the bone, and wherein moving at least one suture includes moving at least one suture 
through at least one passage. 

31. (original) A method as defined in claim 30 wherein attaching at least one suture to at 
least one suture anchor is performed prior to moving at least one suture, and wherein moving at 
least one suture includes moving at least one suture attached to at least one suture anchor through 
at least one passage. 
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32. (original) A method as defined in claim 31 further including changing the orientation of 
at least one suture anchor from a first to a second configuration thereby causing at least one 
suture anchor to become proximate to the bone and impassable through at least one passage. 

33. (original) A method as defined in claim 32 wherein tensioning at least one suture 
includes tensioning at least one suture between at least two suture anchors to stabilize the 
fracture of the bone. 

34. (new) A bone suture assembly as defined in claim 14 wherein the suture includes a 
plurality of generally parallel suture sections. 

35. (new) A bone suture assembly as defined, in claim 34 further including a passage through 
bone located between the first and second suture anchors, wherein the plurality of generally 
parallel suture sections is disposed within the passage. 
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